NUMBER XXIX. 
To be continued every SATURDAY. Price T wo-pence Halfpenny. 


Nos manet Oceanus, citcumvagus: arva, beata 
Petamus arva, divites etinfulas, 
Reddit ubi Cererem tellus inarata quotannis, | Horace, 
SATURDAY, December tom 


To th BRITON, 


4 IN all difputes, I ever looked on abufe and re- 
» crimination, as circumftances entirely foreign 
to the fubject, which, inftead of promoting 
the inveftigation of truth, ferve only to irritate 
the parties, and give difguit to the public. I 
am pleafed to find, in. the {mall circle of my 
acquaintance, that the moft fenfible and can- 
did men, are the beft fatished with the preli- 


minaries of the peace, which have been juft publifhed by autho- 
rity. 
Bor there is a fet of partifans who make it their bufinefs to de- 
clame againft them in public places, with a view to miflead. thofe 
_who cannot, or will not think for themfelves; and I obferve, that 
all thefe general declamers infift upon two propofitions : that Mr. 

P—, whom they profefs to admire as -a perfect minifter and un- 
‘fhaken patriot, has declared the preliminaries are difhonourable, 


and 
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and the ceffions of France inadequate to the fuccefs of the Britith 
arms: and thatthe places recovered, or retained by Great Britain, 
are of little or no confequence to the commerce of this kingdom. 
They affect to treat the neutral iflands as objects of contempt; to 
undervalue Minorca as an ufelefs burden to the community ; to 
hold Senegal in derifion; to defpife the acquifition of Canada, 
and the expulfion of the French from Cape Breton. They con- 
fider the ceffion of Florida with St. Auguftin, as of noufe: they 
mention the liberty granted to cut logwocd in the Bay of Hon- 
duras, asa trifling privilege; andexclame, that the article of no 
fearch is fill left undecided. 

WiTH refpedt to Mr. P—’s abilities, character and confiftency, 
I fall fay nothing at prefent: but fairly mention a few uncontro- 
vertible faéts, and leave them to {peak for themfelves to the con- 
vition of all my countrymen, who have virtue enough to with 
themfelves undeceived. And firft, for the neutral iflands; with- 
out fpecifying the difputes and negotiations between the two 
crowns, to which they have given rife before the beginning of 
this.century, I fhall only enumerate a few circumftances that will 
evince, of what confequence they were in the opinion of our g—t 
and legiflature, and the nation in general, even fince the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. Inthe year 1748, inférmation being received, 
that the French intended to fettle the neutral iflands of St. Lucia, 
Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, the whole nation took the 
alarm. A motion was made in the houfe of commons, to addre{s 
his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give directions 
for laying before the houfe, copies of the inftructions given to the 
governors of Barbadoes for ten years laft paft, fo far as they relat- 
ed to thofe neutral iflands—The governor of Barbadoes having 
received intelligence, that the French had actually begun to fettle 
Tobago, fent thither Capt. Tyrrel in a frigate, who found above 
three hundred men already landed, fecured by two batteries, and 
two fhips of war, and in daily expectation of a further reinforce- 
ment from the governor of Martinique—Thete particulars fhew, 
that both we and the French thought this ifland of importance. 
It was in confequence of a fpirited remonftrance, by the Britith 
ambafladors at the court of Verfailles, that the French King dii- 
owned the proceedings of M. de Caylus, governor of Martinique, 
and fent orders to the fettlers to abandon the ifland. 

In regard to the opinion generally entertained of Minorca, it 
might be fufliciently demontftrated, by recalling to remembrance 


the noife, the clamour, the ferment which the lofs of it pro- 


duced: but as this might be {uppofed the effeét of vulgar preju- 
dice; let us fee in what manner it is mentioned by thofe who 


certainly ought to have been beft acquainted with its confe- 


guence, In the year 1756, the Lord mayor, thealdermen, and 
com- 
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common-council of the city of London, prefented an addres to 


the King, in which they exprefled their apprehention, “ That 
lots of the smportent fortrefs of St. Philip, and ifland of 
Minorca, pofefions of the utmof? corfiquence to the commerce anid 
‘* naval flrength of Great Britain, &c. would be an indelible re- 
€ proach on the honour of the Britith nation.” 

In confidering the national importance of Senegal, we mutt 
take notice, that the whole gum-trade, from Cape Blanco, to 
the river Gambia, an extent of five hundred miles, had been en- 
grofied by the French, who built fort Louis, within the mouth of 
the river Senegal, and extended their factories above three hun- 
dred miles up the river: that the gum Senega, of which a great 
quantity is uied by the manufacturers of England, being wholly in 
the hands of the enemy, the Englifh dealers were obliged to buy 
it at fecond-hand from the French, who exacted an exorbitant 
price for that commodity: that, over and above the gum, this 
coa{t produces many other valuable articles of commerce, fuch as 
gold-duft, elephants teeth, hides, cotton, bees-wax, flaves, oftrich- 
feathers, indigo, ambergreafe, and civet; and that if Mr, P—, 
in whofe miniftry it was conquered, had not been fully convin- 
ced of its importance, he would not furely have put his country to 
{uch expence in its reduction, 

But how the ifland of Cape Breton, and the whole country of 
Canada have {fo lately fhrunk in their confequence, it is not eafy 
to conceive. ‘The conqueft of Cape Breton and Louifburg in the 
lait war, was projected by a gentleman, at that time judge-ad- 
vocate of the court of admiralty in New-England. He demon- 
{trated, that the reduction of Cape Breton, would put the Englith 
in poffeflion of the whole fifhery of North America, which would 
annually return to Great Britain two millions fterling for the ma- 
nufactures ufed in the plantations: that it would remove from the 
Englith fithers on the banks of Newfoundland, all apprehentfion 
of rivaifhip or competition ; that it would cut off all communica- 
tion between France and Canada, fo that Quebec would fall of 
courfe into the hands of the Englith, who mightexpel the French 
from America, open a correfpondence with the remote Indians, 
and render theméelves mafters of the fur-trade, which the enemy 
then engrofied. All thefe confequences are now realized: yet 
{till our politicians exclaim, “ our conquefts in North America 
*‘ are good for nothing.” 

Very different was the opinion of the Lord Mayor, aldermen, 
and commons of the city of London, who, in their addrefs of 
congratulation to the King, on the feries of victories gained in 
the courfe of the year 1759, exprefied themfelves in thefe words, 
“© The reduction of Fort du Quefne on the Ohio; of the ifland of 


‘“< Goree in Africa; and of Guadaloupe with its dependencies, in 
“ the 
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“the Weift-Indies; the repulfe and defeat of the whole French 
“army by a handful of infantry in the plains of Minden ; the 
* taking of Niagara, Ticonderago, and Crown Point, the naval 
“ yidtory off Cape Lagos; the advantages gained over the French 
« nation inthe Kaft-Indies ; and adove all, the conqueft of Que- 
‘ bec (the capital of the French empire in America) in a manner 
‘« fy glorious to your Majefty’s arms, again{t every advantage of 
“ fituation, and fuperior numbers, are fuch events, as will for 
ever render your Majefty’s aufpicious reign, the favourite era 
‘in the hiftory of Great Britain.” Now, if I underftand En- 
glith, the city of London, in the moft folemn manner, by the 
mouths of their magiftrates and reprefentatives, thus declared, the 
reduction of Quebec of more confequence and value to this king- 
dom, than the conqueft of Goree and Guadaloupe; and the vic- 
tory of Minden, by which the electorate of Hanover was fecured 
froma French invafion. Shall we fufpeé, that the firft cinzens of 
the capital of England, were at that time ignorant of the true com- 
mercial interefts of their country? or fhall we conclude, that the 
prefent decriers of that conqueft, {peak the language of prejudice 
and faction. 

FLoripa has been difparaged as a fandy defart, without any 
other inhabitants but a few ftraggling favages, diftinguifhed by 
fuch a barbarous ferocity, as no art or example can civilize. Grant- 
ing this to be really the cafe, we muft, at the fame time allow, 
that it contained the Spanith fettlement and fortrefs of St. Auguf- 
tin, which wasacontinual thorn in the fides of our fouthern colo- 
nies. It was a door that opened accefs to them for every arma- 
ment from the Havanna, It wasa city of refuge, that prefented 
an afylum to allthe negroes of South Carolina, who were tired of 
fervitude, difgufted with their mafters, or obnoxious to the law by 
crimes and mifdemeanours. ‘This was found fuch an inconveni- 
ence, that the fettlers of Georgia were obliged to preclude themfelves 
entirely from the fervice of negroes, knowing how impoflible it 
would be to retain them in the neighbourhood of St. Auguftin. 
That the conqueft of this place was deemed an object of impor- 
tance, appears from the armament that was equipped againft it in 
the laft war; that the neighbourhood of it was dangerous to our 
colonies, may be gathered from the invafion which was made thro’ 
itupon Georgia by the Spaniards in the late war, who were re- 
pulfed by the gallantry and conduét of General Oglethorpe. The 
pofieflion of St. Auguitin, therefore, flops up an ugly gap in our 
fouthern colonies, prevents the defertion of our negro-{laves, and 
by the help of row-gallies, fuch as the Spaniards now maintain at 
this place, on account of fhallow water, enables us in a great mea- 
fure to command the channel of the Gulph, thro’ which every 
Spanith fhip mult pafs from the Havannain her return to Eu- 
rope. Bur, 
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Bur, it is fill more furprifing to hear the enemies of the peace 
depreciate the liberty we have obtained of cutting logwood in the 
Bay of Honduras, A point which has been the grand fource of 
all our difputes with Spain fince the middle of the Jaft century: a 
point which they tenacioufly refufed to give up, even when they 
feemed the moft pacifically inclined towards this nation. In the 
treaty of 1750, in which the King of Spain engaged to indemnify 
the South-fea company for all their claims, by virtue of the Affiento 
contract ; when he agreed, that the Englith thould be treated in 
all the ports of Spain, on the footing of the moft favoured na- 
tions, and enjoy the privilege of taking in falt at the ifland of Tor- 
tuga, there isnot a word mentioned of the cutting of logwood, 
which Spain always confidered, not only as an act of violence and 
rapine, but alfo as a dangerous traffick, under colour of which, 
the Britifh traders carried on a clandeftine contraband-trade with 
her Weft-Indian fubjects. This great point the has now ceded ; 
and the ufes that may be made of her conceffion, are fuch as need 
noexplanation to thofe who are ever {o little acquainted with the 
commerce of thofe feas. | 

Tue la{t complaint which I fhall confider, is that relating to 
the article of xo fearch, which has been obtained upon this occa- 
fion. Immediately after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, Sir John 
Hynd Cotton, in the houfe of commons, obferved, that the peace 
could not be properly ftiled compleat, as nothing had been ftipu- 
lated with refpect to the article of no fearch, without which, both 
houfes of parliament had formerly voted, that there fhould be no 
peace with Spain. Mr. Pelham anfwered, that a parliament of 
Great Britain had once voted “ no peace, while any part of the 
« Weft-Indies fhould remain in pofleffion of the Spanifh King ;” 
but a train of incidents, which they could not then forefee, ren- 
dered it neceflary afterwards to conclude a peace, without infifting 
upon this condition. 

WueEN the laft treaty with Spain was inveighed againft in the 
houfe of commons, as defective in the article of no fearch, Mr. 
P— juftified the treaty, and anfwered all objections. He faid, 
the article of o fearch, was a ftipulation which it would have been 
ridiculous to infift upon. He owned, that he had formerly ftre- 
nuoufly contended for an addrefs, that no treaty of peace with 
Spain fhould be admitted, unlefs fuch a ftipulation was firft ob- 
tained asa preliminary, becaufe, being then very young and {an- 
guine, he thought it right and reafonable; but now, being ten 
years older, he had confidered matters more coolly, and was con- 
vinced, that the privilege of xo fearch, with refpect to Britith vef- 
{els failing near the American fhore, would never be obtained, un- 
lefs Spain fhould be brought fo low, as to acquiefce in any terms 


we, as victors, might impole, He moreover. declared himfelf 
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convinced, that all addreffes from the houfe of commons, for 
prefcribing terms of peace, were in themfelves ridiculous; and 


that even fuch addrefs was an encroachment upon the King’s pre- 


rogative, which had always been attended with unlucky confe- 
quences. 

ConcerninG this demanded privilege of failing along the coafts 
of South-America, without being fubject to examination, his re- 
marks were certainly juft. The Spaniards knew, that no Englith 


fhips could be upon thofe coafts, except with a view to carry on 


an illicit trade with the fubjects of Spain, and the commanders of 
their guard-fhips ftationed along that coaft, in order to prevent this 
illicit trade, have undoubtedly a natural right, and it ts certainly 
their duty, to examine all fhips that fall under the fufpicion of fuch 
a traffick. 

Ir the French traders made a practice of fmugeling wool 
from Ireland, they might, with the fame juftice, claim the free- 
dom of navigating their fhips along the coafts of that kingdom, 
without being fubject to examination, by the captains of thofe 
veffels which are exprefsly appointed to prevent this clandeftine 
exportation. | 

SHouLp the Spanifh commanders in the Weft-Indies° exceed 
their commiflions, and exercile any acts of cruelty, oppreffion, or 
injuftice, the fair and natural method of proceeding, 1s to demand 
fignal reparation of the Catholic King; and fhould this be refufed, 
recourfe muft be had to reprifal and hoftility. . lam, 


SIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


MILO. 


( To be continued. } 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the King’s-Arms, in Paternofier- Rew. 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers. 
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